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THE CHURCH SCHOOL DEPARTMENT UF THE N.C.C. 


Curriculun 


On November 9-11 at hutsukeke, 


Japanese church workers and twenty 
and future curriculum of Christian 
1; widiPbpe:remembered. that in 1951 
Shacklock and others, a three year 


Kyodan and. Lutheran churches used directly and which 
Curriculam of the hazarene, Southern baptist, 


Bpiscopal churches. 


not indigenous enough, or that the 
life situations taking for granted 
dents which did not exist. 


Thus, taking advantage 
Pavanity School is studying 
fall and coulda meet withthe group, 
evaluate and plan for the future. 
that a "Uniform" 
in the study of one Bible theme at 


wi the fact that 
in Japan as 


eurriculum which would ur 


Lonference 


Karuizawa, a meeting 8f thirty 
missionaries discussed the present 
Education in Japanese churches. 
by the help of Mrs. Emily 
cycle system was up which the 
influenced the 
Salvation Army and 


set 


Hemevem, Giiticulties have been found this 
Curriculum hard to adopt to rural or srall churches, 


and 


- 5 a 
in 


too American 
content was too much centered 
Cau seal packKkeround ine bivemetu— 


be. raul Vreth of. Yare 
Tle Meelis -OOh Rear Chees 
the conference was called to re- 
Althoughithere was some feeling 
lite the whole Sunday School 
once would be both Bible centered 
facilites of the small ehurches 


best. A Unifie¢ plan would seek to carry through an -ver all theme 
for the whole Church Penool While trying to express the meaning of 
Christ through Bible “ontent and life experiences applicable to the 


Meet eren, are proups, Ur. Vieth helped to clarify the face that 
There Should be no exclusive con*lict betwuen "Bible Contered" as 
Seourecueda tO "Life Centered" material ie 21 ble +e tye record, of 


Peoria san history and in.the lives of people. Thus the record 
Ot the action cf God and the way it applies to our present dav lives 
are both equally indispensable to Religious Education. 


Por the next two years, the curriculum bommittees of the member 
denominations will carry on research’ 1) The psychology of are groups. 
Pee oocial)trends in Japan, 3) The particular parts and passages 

~ofthe_Bible which are most_applicable to particular are groups, 
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There will be a half was report in Wevember of 1955 to rerort the 
results of this study. The resulting ne curriculum is scheiuled to 
appear in 1957. 

Dr. Vieth also made the two helpful wd 
be some leadership training ccurses for 
that there should be some trainings syste ist 
As a result cf the second sugzgesticn, the 
curriculum writers in Tokyo o: this next 

Convocation of the World Sunday scinool Associatic: 

The Church School vepartment of the !.0.C. will be the host to 
the World Convocation in 1956. bir. J.M.Fujita announces that looking 
forward to this Convocaticn there wilite an all Japan Sunday School 
Convention each year until then in order to help the dapanese Sunday 
Sehool members to catch the spirit cf ecumenicit: and the thrill of 
b@ing a part of the world wide Church, ard ir crder tc help raise 
%30,000 to pay for the expenses cf the World Yonvocaticn. 

The first of these annual meetings wilii be ir ct, next Fay 3~5, 

Christian tducaticn Week 

Under the sponsorship of the Church school Vepsrtment of the 
N.C.C. a Christian Education week was observed all over Japan September 
20-27. Part of the result was the raising of y80C to purchase copies 
of the new vernacular translation of the Hew Tes*a..ent which will be 
distributed among the residents of homes for juvenile delinquents. 
About 20,000 copies wili be purchased wit! this money. 

JAPAN CHRISTIAN £DUCaTION ASSOCIATION 
Teachers of Christian Schools Meet 

At the annual Bonference of Teachers in Christian Schools held 
last summer in “otemba (see JCAN of Sept 1. 1954) the feeline was that 
more teachers should have the priviledze of discussing the sae prob- 
lems so it was recommended that the four main areas of danan (Jlohoku- 
northern, hanto-around Tokyo, Awansei-around Osaka, und Kvushu - the 
southern Island) each take up the same topics. These sub groups have 
now met and discussed. 

The Kanto area group gathered fifty teachers from twenty three 
‘Thristian school : Sete: 

a ols. - Some of the significant subiects discussed were: 
itt Entrance Examinations: This perenial problem has been ine 
tensified wi the increased competiticr. amone students in recent 
years. The Competition i 1S now so severe that the ccozmon tendency is 
educatio se Ban of the last years.of ary szhcol not in a lapeaa| 
_ 10on u in spe eC ae Gio ele ene 
oe p orate prepar:tior a the entrance examinatigng 
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Bretie next ‘level of education... This, of course, plays havoc ‘with 
any effort for a well-rounded Shristjian education. tor thetrepata- 
feoneer ene school, and thus the number and quality of those who seek 
to enroll, is directly depencant on the percentare of the fraduating 
Class that succeeds in passing the entrance. examinaticn for the next 
higher level of schooling. | 


The sugzvesticn was madés that vhristian schocls give preference 
to those applicants who hav> sraduite. from lower Christian schools. 
frees hoped that this will reiieve sose of the pressure on sraduat- 
ing students and enable the sehecls t: focus their attention on well- 
Pounded education and character development. 


Christian Chrecter Jeve ,jpmerng : - peri Cet on 
Prapiaims and the teachers 11 vhe sencol Unfortunately, beca 
wemeOnOtrereult to tint quasified Christian teachers, the perc 
Perr ieciar berchors varie; from 20% to vs lo: as’ lo%. In view of 
eee ie ore sporst bility falis cn the shevicers of the Ohr 
Meachers a5 well as the chaplains, not only to sive wh 
Mae suudents bub to work amwe the faculty itself to tr 
meow veacher.s to Unrist,. miorvunately, the positicn 
eine ames bheir Gerlow teasers is ofte: low. setter 
more hiphnky trained Christiz, leugerst.ip is need 


Sine ryproOy lems, discliiscse: anciused: lhe devélopmenti. of better 
Pere tmaeten and Smoother ra.ations be vween the Christian Frimary, 
Meddle. Hieh schools and volezes; fhe curricsulan in zeneral, especial 
Seeeenetor Shristian tduceayon; «nd The difficulticos caused by the 
Peoreani zation Of the educat:onal systém under the Allied Occuncation. 


ai POrby second Annual .ceetine of the Japan Shristian 
(ees 


BAUCAibLon aSSsoClation 


: For the days November 7-11, a hundred arid fifly representatives 
o7 from Christian schools all -ver Japan met for the o:! = 
: Me eer or the JCLA. a ney chairman, Dr. Junzo Sasaki, was elected, 
a eee oerha is the Presider? of Saint Paul University; (Rikvo Jaigaku). 
Peve= result of the ditcussions, two specific steps were taken 
Meee rots hoped willibea: fruit. 1). To help improve the level of 
Peseta ecducavion and ~ecral elucation in Chriahitn school 3. : 
Geist ian iducatiunr study ‘on ittee willbe sppoiute:. in each of the 
Beececaieareas, These groups will deal with the problens om + local 
| 35 Bea try bo work out 'Lecific ways Lo heir specific problems. 
i Public ory for revising 


view of the fact téat the Japanese sovervnent Vepartment of 
C ation (Mombusho. is makin a study presarato 

the high S MOON curriculumé the JC%.. has apnointed representetives to 

MeeOvatve with them in order to Ytsure the cortinued istinctively 


Pax) - A Sana Oia . tis , y 
ee eracter of the’ Uhristian High schools. 
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On Séptember 25, in the midst of a raging typhoon, ninety 
three lay leaders gathered in "Dai Ryu Ji", a great old Buddhist 
temple in Kobe. fhese lay leaders from the Céntral Area around 
Kobe, Osaka and Kycto gathered under the instigation and the 
planning of fellow lay leaders to think together cn the theme: 
Piemocracy and the -Y.M.C.A." The general trend of their thinks 
ing can be grasped from the three sub-topics® a) Democracy and 
the Individual b). Democratization of the YMCA c)}) Democrati- 
gation of Society. 


A similar conference was held in the Western Area (around 
Hiroshima) gm October 2 and 3. Although only 33 members attended, 
this is a pioneering area for the Y.M.C.A. and the enthusiasm of 
the lay leadership ts hopeful for the many small towns in that 
area, 


On Uctober 9-10, sixty people from nine towns around the 
Tokyo Area gathered in Yokohama to discuss the sane thene. 


*% 


oe aoe The. attendants and the officers at these conferences realiz- 
~ «= ed anew the importance of the lay leadership in the Association 
and layed plans for its cultivation and trainiugz. 
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